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Cypress Junior School has been selected to be one of only thirty-four schools in the UK to take part in the 
Primary Specialist Pilot. This is a four year project funded by a range of external agencies to determine if 
standards in English and Maths can be raised through a subject specialism chosen from either; ‘modern foreign 
languages’, ‘science’, ‘arts’, ‘music’ or ‘PE/sport’. 
 
Following the recent Ofsted Inspection, it is vital that the school raises standards in a number of areas. By 
selecting the core subject of Science as our specialism we not only become a ‘Centre of Excellence for Science’ 
but it also enables us to focus on links within both Maths and English. For Maths the links include measuring, 
recording, analysing and presenting data. For English the links include reading for research, non-fiction writing, 
information and instructional text, report writing, describing, explaining and criticising. Science provides both 
the content and the context to support these areas of the curriculum. 
 
An additional benefit of a Science Specialism is the substantial use made of ICT 
to facilitate data collection and presentation, virtual investigations, research,  
concept modelling and exploration of learning programmes.  
 
The proposed model also has a significant impact upon raising general standards 
of teaching and learning. By employing two highly experienced Primary Science 
Specialist Teachers, we increase internal capacity to support staff development. Our Science specialism will 
therefore have a broad impact across the school and be a core part of raising standards in Maths and English as 
well as delivering high standards in Science. All progress will be carefully monitored and assessed. Ambitious 
KS2 targets will be set following rigorous whole-school baseline assessments in the Autumn Term for English, 
Maths and Science.   
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The aims of our Science programme will be: 

� to encourage children to develop questioning and enquiring minds through a range of interesting and 
enjoyable experiences; 

� to enable children to develop their knowledge and understanding of the world in which they live, through 
investigation of that world;   

� to provide a Science curriculum which is broad, balanced, relevant to their experiences and differentiated to 
the needs of the individual;  

� to fulfil the requirements of the National Curriculum for Science; 
� to ensure the progressive development of scientific concepts, knowledge, skills and attitudes;   
� to enable children to work scientifically, in a systematic and logical way, in a range of appropriate contexts 

using a wide variety of materials and equipment safely and effectively; 
� to promote positive attitudes towards, and enthusiasm for, Science in school and 
� to engender a respect for all living things; 
� to work closely with the Infant School to ensure a smooth transition into the Junior School; 
� to enable the school to become a “Centre of Excellence for Science” within 2 years; 
� to form an integral part of the development of a rigorous integrated curriculum within 3 years. 
 
The following advice has been given to all Ofsted Inspectors, “When inspecting these schools, be aware of the 
DCSF guidance that the specialism ‘must be at the heart of the  
drive for improvement; providing a model of excellence and an  

enrichment of the curriculum’. By selecting Science as our primary  
pilot specialism, we fulfil the identified elements that will help transform  
our school into an ‘outstanding’ place of learning within 3 years.  
 
I would therefore ask for your full support in confirming science as our  
primary subject specialism. We have already successfully recruited a highly  
experienced part-time primary Science Advanced Skills Teacher (AST). The additional SSAT funding will 
mean that we can fast-track process and create a dedicated and fully resourced primary science room by 
November 2008. The final element will be to employ one more experienced primary science teacher to work 
with the Science AST to deliver the proposed model.  
 
Regards 

 
 
Richard Slade 
Headteacher 

 
 

 


